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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


| GENERAL MEETING 
OF THS 


ELzcrorxs of Weſtminſter, 


In the INTEREST of 


Adm. Vernon and Charles Edwin, Eſq; 
On Friday the 17th of Jah, 1741. 


— 


tt 
— 


Lord Per —“ in the Chair, as Chair- 
man of that Meeting. 


The Sollicitor Mr, F—n—<s, . 
My Lord, 


Am ordered to lay before your 
= Lordſhip, the Raped of — 
Committee ſince the laſt General 

Meeting, which, with your Lord- 
ſhip's Permiſſion, I beg Leave to read. 
B Pur- 


[2] 


Purſuant to the Reſolutions of the laſt 
General Meeting, the Committee directed 
proper Caſes to be laid betore Council, 
for their Opinion how to proceed, in or- 


der to puniſh the Violences committed at 
the laſt Election. 


By their Advice, an Application hath 
been made to the Court of King's-Bench, 
for Informations againſt John Lever, High 
Bailiff, Arthur Rawlinſon, High Conſta- 
ble, John Broughton, a profeſt Boxer, 
Henry Houſe, and Francis Burk, Perſons 
employed by the High Bailiff and High 
Conſtable, as their Agents, to hire and 
procure ſeveral Mobbs of diſſolute and 
abandoned Perſons, to inſult, over-awe, 
and deter, the free and independeat Vo- 
ters; and to interrupt and prevent the 
Freedom of Election of this City and 
Liberty. 


My Lord, So unwarrantable and ille- 
gal did the Conduct and Proceedings of 
the High Bailiff, and theſe Perſons, ap- 
pear to that Court, that a Rule was im- 
mediately granted againſt every one of 
them, to ſhew Cauſe why an Informa- 
tion ſhould not be exhibited againſt them 
for this outrageous Procedure. 


The 


L4J 


The 16th of laſt Month was the Day 
appointed for them to anſwer the Charge : 
But ſo conſcious were they, that they 
could not clear themſelves of thoſe 
Crimes, and willing to put off the Evil 
Day, they humbly beſought and obtained 
Leave of that Court, to defer ſhewing 
Cauſe till the next Term. 


My Lord, The Preſence of a regular 
| Bedy of Military Force, under Arms, 
drawn up in a martial Order, and at- 
tending about the Place of Polling, be- 
fore, and during the Time of, the De- 
cälaration of the Election, in order to 
back, ſupport, and protect, the arbitrary 
Deſign of Power in one Man, to take 
away and deſtroy the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, or, which is the ſame Thing, a free 
Election, its neceſſary Guardian and Pre- 
ſerver, was a Matter which the Commit- 
tee maturely conſidered, and when they 
reflected, that it was not levelled at a 
diſtant little Borough, that could convey 
no Exemplary Conſequence; but, my 
Lord, at this City of Veſtminſter, the 
very Seat of the Legiſlature itſelf; a 
Place, in conſequence of which, the Eyes 
of the whole Nation are fixed; a Place 
that ſpreads Example as far as Law: It 
appeared to be a Duty incumbent on the 

B 2 Electors 
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Electors of this City and Liberty, to ſee 
that ſuch a manifeſt Invaſion on the Con- 
ſtitution, and ſo criminal a Stroke on Li- 
berty, ſhould meet with ſuch Cenſure 
and Puniſhment as is adequate to the 
Nature of ſo black and deſtructive a De- 
ſign, leſt, in Conſequence of the paſſive 
Example of this City, under an Inſult fo 
provoking, as well as dangerous to be en- 
dured by Engliſhmen, very little, if any, 
of that laudable and neceſſary Spirit of 
Liberty ſhould appear in other Parts of 
this Kingdom, which hath ſo bravely and 
nobly exerted itſelf in this City and Li- 
berty. 


But that this Fact might carry its full 
Weight and Force, by being aſcertained 
and eſtabliſned by legal Authority, the 
Committee thought it their Duty to poſt- 
pone all Proceedings relating thereto, un- 
til they diſcovered in what Manner the 
Grand Jury of the County would take 
Notice of this Outrage. 


The Committee, my Lord, had the 
Fruition of their Hopes: For upon the 
Meeting of the Grand Jury, who ap- 
peared to be Gentlemen of great Cha- 
racter and diſtinguiſhed Reputation, both 
for Juſtice and Probity ; they preſented 
this Violence in a Manner very becoming 

tne 


fol 


the Nature of it, and which, with your 
2 Permiſſion, I humbly beg Leave 
to read. 


Middleſex, © WE the Grand Jury, 

of, and for the 
© County of Middleſex, do apprehend, 
© that among the many Enormities and 
© Offences committed againſt the Publick, 
© none deſerves our Obſervation and 
© Cenſure more than thoſe which tend 
© to the Subverſion of the ancient Rights 
© of the People, to a free Election of 
their Repreſentatives in Parliament, in 
whom they repoſe their undoubted Share 
© in the Government, as well as conſti- 
© tute them Guardians of their Liberties 
and Properties; for we cannot but ap- 
prehend, that whenever the People ſhall 
© loſe the Right of Election, or, which 
© is the ſame 'Thing, the Freedom of 
© EleRion, and be obliged to chuſe their 
© Repreſentatives under the Awe, Dread, 
* or Influence of any other Power, there 
* muſt be an End of Parliaments, or at 
* leaſt the People's Intereſt and Share 
* therein, 


© Wherefore, being ſworn to en 
for our Sovereign Lord the King, and 
the Body of this County, WE ox ouR 
Oarus kakszur, that on Friday the 


BB 
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* $th Day of May laſt, while the Elec- 
© tion of Members of Parliament for the 
City and Liberty of Weſtminfter was 
* depending, and before the Declaration 
© thereof was made, a Body of Foot 
© Guards, or Soldiers, to the Number of 
© 50 and upwards, headed by Officers, 
© did, in the Afternoon, in a military 
Manner, march up near the Place of 
Polling; which Practice may be of the 
moſt dangerous Conſequence to the 
Liberties of the People, as contrary 
to Law, and a Reſtraint on the Free- 
dom of Elections. | 


$H 8 a SS 0. 


We therefore, being affected and 
alarmed with a due Senſe and Dread 
of ſo daring a Violation and Inſult on 
our Freedom and Liberties, and the 
© dangerous Conſequence of Military Pow- 
© er, exerciſed in Civil Afairs, do re- 
© commend it to this Honourable Court, to 
© give ſuch Order and Direction, for pre- 
© venting and diſcouraging the like heinous 
© "Offence for the future, as they ſhall 
© judge moſt proper and convenient. 


„ 


My Lord, In conſequence of this lau- 
dable Preſentment, your Committee have 
ordered an Indictment to be prepared 
againſt the Officers who commanded that 
Party, in order to lay it before the next 
1 Grand 


111 
Grand Jury, that (to uſe the Words of 
the Preſentment) ſo daring a Violation 


and Inſult on our Preedom and Liberties 
may not go unpuniſheg, 


The Committee, nty Lord, have like- 
wiſe prepared, by the Advice of Council, 
a Petition, in the Name of the Burgeſſes 
and Inhabitants of the City and Liberty 
of Meſtminſter, to be preſented to Par- 
liament, which they have alſo ordered 
me to report to your Lordſhip, for your 
Approbation, and which, with your Per- 
miſhon, I beg Leave to read. 


© To the Honourable the COMMONS | 
© of Great Britain, in Parliament 
* afembled, 


The Humble Petirion of the ſeveral 
* Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of the City 
and Liberty of Weſtminſter, whoſe 
Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, in 

' © behalf of themſelves, and ſeveral 
* other Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of 
© the ſaid City and Liberty, 


© Sheweth, 
Mur William, Lord Sundon, of 
I the Kingdom of Jreland, Sir 


* Charles N ayer Knt. Edward Vernon, 
* Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and 
a bare 


[8] 
© Charles Edwin, Eſq; having on the 
* 2d Day of May been nominated Can- 
* didates, at the Election of Members to 
* ſerve in this preſent Parliament, for the 
City and Liberty of Veſtminſter, a 
© Poll was then demanded, and proceeded 
© upon, in the Porch of the Pariſh Church 
A of St. Paul Covent-Garden, within the 
* ſaid City and Liberty. 


© 'That it was previouſly agreed, be- 
© tween the ſaid Lord Sundon, Sir Charles 
© Wager, Charles Edwin, Eſq; and John 
© Lever, Eſq; High Bailiff and Return- 
© ing Officer of the ſaid City and Liber- 
© ty, that Cheque Books ſhould be kept 
© on Behalf of the ſaid Edward Vernon 
© and Charles Edwin, at the faid Elec- 
© tion, during the Continuance of the 
© ſaid Poll. | 


That the ſaid Fohn Lever was deter- 
© mined at all Events, right or wrong, 
© to return the ſaid Lord Sundon and Sir 
* Charles Wager. 


© 'That during the firſt three Days of 
taking the Poll, the ſaid John Leser 
© contented himſelf barely with doing 
© Injuſtice, under Colour of exerciſing his 
© Judgment; and, under that Dilguſe, 
* refuſed the Votes of ſeyeral ts 
1 ly 


[9] 


© duly qualified, and deſirous to vote for 
the dad Edward Vernon and Charles 
: © Edwin, and at the ſame Time admit- 
© ted others to poll for the ſaid Lord 
"© Sundon and Sir Charles Wager, who 
had no Right of Voting. 


That the ſaid John Lever, being 
© conſcious of his own groſs Partiality, 
* with a View to ſuppreſs the proper Evi- 
.* dence of it, on JVedneſday the 16th of 
- © May, 1741, arbitrarily refuſed the ſaid 
| © Cheque Books to be continued, on be- 
© half of the ſaid Edward Vernon and 
© Charles Edwin; notwithſtanding bis 
| © own previous Agreement, and the Con- 

* ſent of all the Candidates preſent, ; 


- That the ſaid John Lever, not ſatiſ⸗ 

* fied with Injuſtice and Partiality only, 
© had Recourſe to Violence, and, in 
3 Conjunction with Arthur Rawlinſon, 
© the High Conſtable of the ſaid City, 
© and others, did hire, and pay, a great 
© Number of looſe and diſſolute 7. — 
and furniſh them with Clubs, Blud- 
, © eons, and other. offenſive Weapons, 
© and did. direct the Perſons ſo armed :to 
© attend. the Place * Il, and. inſult 
the Fri ds and, Vo rs of the ſaid Ba. 
-£ ward Vernon aud c arles Edwin ;,, and 
2 the ſaid bired Perſons accordingly did 
C * attend, 
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attend, and prevent many legal Voters 
from polling at the ſaid Electton, 


© 'That the ſaid Fohn Lever, in the 
Wantonneſs of Power, being deter- 
mined at laſt to make a Return, with- ' 
out ſo much as obſerying the Form of 
going through the Poll, did, on the 8th 
of May, 1741, in Defiance of Law and 
Juſtice, without any Notice to the vo- 


ters; without the Conſent of the Can- 


didates, or any Perſon in their Behalf, 


and contrary to the expreſs Proteſt of 
the ſaid Charles Edwin againſt that 
Proceeding, even while ſeveral Perſons 


were then polling, and others demand- 
ing to be polled, for the ſaid 'Edward 


HFernon and Charles Edwin, cloſe the 
Poll. 8 33 


1 Body of Soldiers, to the 
Number of 50 and upwards, headed by 
Officers, marched with Drums beating 


to the Place of Polling, and being then 


drawn up in a military Manner, the 
ſaid Fohn Lever, under the Shewof 
their Protection, moſt unjuſtly declared 
the ſaid Lord Sundon and Sir Charles 
Wager, duly elected Members for the 
ſaid City and Liberty of Veſtminſter, 
While many hundred legal Voters, de- 


ſtrous to vote, remained yppolied. 
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© 'That your Petitioners, thus deprived 
© by the Injuſtice and Violence of their 
© Returning Officer (emboldened by the 
Intervention of military Power) of the 
Right of being repreſented in Parlia- 
© ment, by Members of their own chu- 
* ſing; and conſidering not only the In- 
© jury they have themſelves received, but 
the fatal Influence which this unparal- 
© lelled Attack upon the Privileges of a 
© City ſo immediately under the Eye of 
© the Legiſlature, muſt have upon all 
* other Elections in the united Kingdom, 
think themſelves obliged to apply to 
© this Honourable HOUSE. for ſuch Re- 
* dreſs to themſelves, as may be agree- 
© able to the Nature of this Caſe; and 
© for ſuch Puniſhment to be inflited on 
© the ſaid John Lever, and his Accom- 
© plices, as the Heinouſneſs of the Of- 
*. fence, and the Danger of the Example, 
© demands, iy . | 


Ci ff RESP 2 


* Wherefore your Petitioners humbly 
© pray this Honourable HOUSÞ- to take 
© the Premiſſes into Conſideration, and 
© to do therein as to this Honourable 


<. Houſe ſhall ſeem moet. 


Upon which it was moved, That the 
Report ſhould be read again from the 


C3 Chair : 


"” — — 
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Chair: Which paſſing in the Affirmative, 
Lord P——1 roſe up and read the ſame, 
and then addreſs d himſelf to the Af- 
ſembly. 


© Gentlemen, 


VO have now received the Report 
of the Committee, appointed by 
© your. Authority to conduct the great 
Affair of this difputed Election, and I 
© believe that the Report itſelf ſo ſuffi- 
© ciently proves, the Diligence and Fide- 
© lity which they have uſed, in the Exe- 
* cution of this important Truſt, that it 
©-will be needleſs for me to ſay any 
% — with Regard to that Parti- 
cular. | 


But I think it will not be improper 
© to ſay ſomething at this Time, with 
*, Regard to the general State of the 
* Matter; with Regard to your noble 

Conduct in it; and with Regard to the 
© Advantages you have already derived, 
© and are hereafter likely to derive, from 
it; fince, from theſe Reflections, you 
cannot fail to receive the greateſt En- 
couragement, to perſevere with Vigour 
© in Detence of that Cauſe, which you 
© have hitherto ſo gloriouſly maintained. 


_—_— E And 
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© And firſt, I muſt obſerve, as to För 


Conduct in this Buſineſs, that you can- 
© not expect Advantages too great, either 
* for yourſelves, or for the Nation in 
* general, from the Generoſity of your 


© Reſolution, to defend your own Rights 


© at your own Expence.— This is the 
only ſolid Baſis upon which you can 
hope to found your Liberties—lt is 
©,vain to expect an Independent Parlias 
ment, if you ſuffer your Members to 
* labour under heavy Charges, either in 
carrying on, or in defending their Elec- 
tions; ſince Reaſon and Experience both 
© concur to teach us, that the Tempta- 


© tions to which a broken Fortune is ex- 


© poſed, are hardly to be reſiſted by the 
© ſtrigteſt Virtue. — Our Anceſtors; ſen- 


© ſible of the Force of this Maxim, paid: 


© their Members, for their Attendance in 
© the Houfe, becauſe the Service, which 


Cc 


is always burthenſome, was alſo then 


< unprofitable: And though the Caſe 
© may be now unfortunately altered, with. 


* reſpe& to ſuch Members as will baſely 
© ſubmit to do the Drudgery of Power, 
© yet it continues ſtill the ſame, and the 
© Reaſon ſubſiſts in its full Force, with 
regard to thoſe who act that Part in 
* Parliament which this City ought, and 
I ani confident always will, * 

*+ 0 | © Lage 
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© thoſe who have the Honour to be elec- 
— 7.55 | 


© I muſt obſerve in the next Place, and 
© congratulate the Aﬀembly upon an 
Event of infinite Conſequence, both to 
*. yourſelves and to the Publick: I mean 
the Diſcovery you have made of what 
© few. were ſanguine enough to hope, 
that, even in theſe degenerate Times, 
© there is yet a ſufficient Degree of Vir- 
tus left in this City; ſtill a ſufficient 
Number of Independent Voters, to 
© ſtemm the ſtrongeſt Torrent of Power, 
Influence, and Corruption, that ever 
yet broke in upon the Conſtitution of 
any Country, - | 


In the third Place I am to obſerve, 
© and [likewiſe to congratulate you, upon 
© the Succeſs you have already had, in 
© your Proceedings at Law, againſt the 
© Tools and Inſtruments of Power, who 
© have been employed, as Engines, to 
* overturn the Privileges and Rights of. 
© this City. For though this Matter is 
* not, yet brought to a final Determina-. 
* tion, as far as the Time could admit, 
© and th Merge of the Courts of Juſ-, 
outd's OW, . you have received the, 
 Alluranices'vf that Iffue, which, 
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* you have ſo much r Right and Regſon 
to expect. | 


{ 11 


Having thus far done your Duty, 
with reſpect to the Puniſhment of this 
crying Offence, the only Buſineſs now 
remaining on your Hands, is to profe- 
cute the Matter of. Redreſs, and of 


the Reſtitution of your Rights of Elec- 


tion, without which I may venture to 
ſay, you do not deſerve the Name * 


Engliſhmen. 
* But this muſt be purſued in Gather 


Ld 


Manner, and before another Tribunsl.— 


By the Nature of our Conſtitution, the 
Parliament are the ſole Judges in Mat- 
ters of Elections. — To them therefore 
we mult now make our Addreſs. —And 
the Petition now under your Conſidera- 
tion, is the neceſſary and Sous Means 
to attain that defrae End. 


© I muſt therefore e 8 recommend 
it to you, that you forthwith. put your 
Hands to it, an that Ion will promote 
the ſigning of it by all your; Friends 
and;Acquaintance, For the Facts con- 
- tain'd. i it are of a moſt unparallel'd 
— of. a. very flagrant Dye. 
the y muſt undoubtedly receive very 


251 Great ac tional Weight from the Num- 


„ 


'[* 16 7 
ber of your Subſcriptions to it, which 
4 © will carry upon the very Face of the 
| © Petition itſelf, the moſt glaring Evi- 
£ dence of the Falſity and Injuſtice of 
| © the late Return.—And as the Con- 
= ; „ dition of Affairs abroad renders it un- 
| * certain e ſoon the Parliament may 
© meet; I hope that Gentlemen will uſe 
| c - their urn Diligence and Expedition 
1 © in it, fince it muſt prove of the Laſt ill 
; © Conſe quence, if this Affair ſhould not 
- be — to * before that 


* Time. f mw 


*I bannot Sclude, without obſervi 
©. farther ( and I'do it with great 5 
K how certain you are, not only to reco- 

© ver, but to maintain your Rights and 

a Privileges to all future Ages, if you act 
"ol © with that Zeal and Vice which be- 
comes you, and which you have hi- 
* therto ſhewn.— The Example of the 

a City of London, which from its cloſe 

0 Connexion with you muſt be GbVious to 

© you all, ſufficiently demoriltrates what 

6 © may be done by a ſteady Perfeverange, 

© a wiſe, 'generous, and dilintereſted Con- 
duct in Pledions—By theſe Mcafures, 

< that great City is now 2 

| . den that Yoke,” under whi 


ed fo lon d may 
8 to all ae Mae 


ice eit by 


71 


© of the ſecret or open Enemies of the 
© Conſtitution : Yet that City, rightly 


* conſider'd, appears much more liable to 


Influence than this whoſe Rights we 
now defend ; many - Publick Offices, 
Publick Companies, and the Collection 
of that vaſt part of the Revenue which 
ariſes from their extenſive Commerce, 
all centring in the very Heart of that 
Metropolis. 


TO 6A M G M 8A 


The Dependence of the City of VNeſi- 
Minſter on the other hand, is rather in 
Idea than reality ; the Trade of this 


er than that of London: And it may 
well admit a Queſtion (which poſſibly 
ſome here preſent are but too well able 
to anſwer) whether ſo many have been 
raiſed as ruined by their Dealings with 


Dealings inſolently pretend to command 
your Votes. — By the purſuit therefore 
of the ſame generous Meaſures, you 


the ſame Succeſſes, and raiſe by the 


"= = =» f p Wo 


© ties, a Spirit of Independency, which 


© will diffuſe itſelf thro' the whole Ex- 


« tent of this united Kingdom. 
D Moved 


City is far leſs under the Laſh of Pow- 


thoſe who on Account of thoſe very 


may moſt afluredly promiſe yourſelves 


joint Example of theſe Two Great Ci- 


[ 18. Þ 
Moved chat the Report be 2s 


. Moved that the Committee may has 
Leave to fit again.— Both which paſing 
in the Affirmative ; ; 


Moved that * petition be immediate: 
ly ſigned. 


Then my Lord Age roſe up, and 
addreſs d himſelf to the Chair. 


© My Lord, 


FF is highly neceſſary that this Al- 
ſembly ſhould be apprized of the 
Diſtinctions made in Parliament upon Ap- 
plications of this Nature, before they 
proceed to fign, to prevent our loſing 
the Aſſiſtance of any of our Friends, 
whoſe honeſt and warm Zeal to ſign the 
Petition, may be of greater Service in 
the Proſecution of this Buſineſs in ano- 
ther Shape, I mean, as Evidences. 


„ c PR bad hon 


© And firſt, It is no way needful that 
© any Member of the Houſe of * 
© ſhould ſign the Petition; it being 
© Rule jr if that Houſe, as well as a 


- Maxim in Law, that Judges may 1 
e 


—_ 
[5 ] 


be Evidences in the Cauſe where they 
© -fit in Judgment. Ad, f 1 Lovely 


- 
— — 
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© Secondly, It is improper that anyPer- 
© ſons, Who, by virtue cn Juda . | 
niſterial, or Executive Office, aſſiſted, or _ | 
were preſent at the late Election, ſhould 
ſign ; for thereby they become Parties; 
and by the ſame Parity of Reaſon that 
Judges may not be Witneſſes, ſo neither 
ought Parties in Intereſt to act in that 
Capacity; nor do I apprehend that they 
ever are admitted, but upon Matters of 
the greateſt Difficulty, and where bet- 
ter Evidence cannot be had. 


. ß 


My Lord, I believe we all may reſt 
pretty well ſatisfied, that no Methods 
will be wanting to invalidate the Teſti- 
mony of every Perſon Who ſhall appear 
in Defence of this Cauſe, for many Rea- 
ſons which I forbear at preſent to men- 
tion, | 
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© Therefore, my Lord, I think it unne- 
ceſſary for me to ſign this Petition; 
tho' I hope it will not be doubted, but 
that I am as heartily attached, and wiſh 
your Succeſs as ſincerely, as the moſt 


active Gentleman here preſent. 
Moved 
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Moved that the Petition be forthwith * 
ſigned.— Which was ſigned according]y ; 
firſt by Lord Per — 4, and followed by 
all the Aſſembly then preſent. 5 

Moved that the Petition be left at ſome 
publick Place in every Pariſh of this City- 
and Liberty, whereby the Independent 
Electors, now abſent, may have Acceſs 
to ſubſcribe the ſame. —Reſolved in the 
Aſfimmaiec . 3 


